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sumlng a spirit he did tfof possess.
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hold tie fbrf" tllT Tie' comes? "Thufs
what he'll expect us to do."

He submitted once more to the force
of her argument, and they ate break-
fast In such Intimacy and good cheer
that the night's discomforts and anx-

ieties counted for little,
"We have to camp here again to-

night," she explained demurely.
"Worse things could happen than

that," he gallantly answered. !

wouldn't mind a month of It, only I

shouldn't want It to rain or snow all
the time."

"Foor boy! You did suffer, didn't
you? I was afraid you would. Did
you sleep at all?" she asked tenderly.

"Oh, yes. after I came Inside: but.
of course, I was more or less restless
expecting your father to ride up."

"That's funny. I never feel that
way. I slept like n log after I knew

you were comfortable. You must have
a better bed and more blankets. It's
always cold up here "

The sunlight was short lived. The
clouds settled over the peaks, and ra.r

ged wisps of gray vapor dropped down
the timbered slopes of the prodigious
amphitheater In which the lake lay
AgainI!errie made everything siiiiv'
while her young woodsman toiled at
bringing logs for the fire.

At last fully provided for. they sa

contentedly side by side under the
awning and watched the falling rain
as it splashed and sizzled on the sturdy
fire. "It's a little like being ship
wrecked on a desert island, isn't It?"
he said. "As If our boats had drifted
away."

At noon she again prepared an elal
orate meal. She? served potatoes and
grouse, hot biscuit with sugar sirup
and canned peaches and coffee don-t-

Just the right color and aroma, lie
declared It wonderful, and they ate
with repeated wishes that the super-

visor might turn tip in time to share
their feast but he did not. xThen
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going to bring Tn to Toll up on the
windward side."

"It'll te cold and wet early In the
morning, and 1 don't like to hunt kin
dllng in the snow." she said. "I al-

ways get everything ready the night
before. I wish you had a better bed
It seems selfish of me to have the tent
while you are cold "

CHAPTER VIII.

The Walk In the Rain.

by one, under her
he made preparationsONE morning. Ho cut some

from a dvad. dry
branch of fir and put them under the
fly and brought a bucket of water from
the creek, and then together they drag
ged up the dead tree.

Had the young man been other than
he was, tho girl's purity, candor and
self reliance would have conquered
him, and when she withdrew to the
little tent and let fall the frail barrier

them she was as safe from In

tnislon as If she had taken refuge be
hind gates of triple brass. Nothing in

all his life had moved him so doeplj
as her solicitude, her sweet trust In

his honor, and he sat long ia profound
meditation. Any man would bo rich Ii

the; ownership of her love he admitted
That he possessed her pity and he;

friendship he knew, and he logau t

wonder if he had made a deeper np
peal to her th.an this.

"Can It be that 1 am really a man
to her," lie thought, "I who am onl
a poor weakling whom tho rain and
snow can appall?"

Then he thought of the effect of tliN

night upon her life. What would Clif
ford I'.elden do uow? To what deeps
would his rage descend if he should
come to know of it?

I'.enie was serene. Twice she spoke
from her couch to sny: "You'd better
go to bed. Daddy can't get hero till to-

morrow now."
"I'll stay up awhile yet My boots

aren't entirely dried out."
After a silence she said: "You must

not get chilled. Ilrlng your bed int"
the tent. There Is room for you."

"Oh, uo. that isn't necessary. I'm

standing it very well."
"You'll be sick!" she urged, iu a void-o- f

alarm. "I'lease drag your bed in-

side the door. What would I do If yon
should have pneumonia tomorrow? You

must not take any risk of a fever."
The thought of a sheltered spot, of

something to break the remorseless
wind, overcame his scruples, and

his bo 1 Inside the tent and rear
ranged it there.

"You're half frozen," she said. "Your
teeth are c hattering."

"I'll be all right in a few moments."
ho said. "I'lease o to sleep. I shall
be sung as a bug In a moment."

She watched his shadowy motion-fro-

her bed, and when at last he had
d Into his blankets she said, "II

you don t lose your chill I'll heat a
rock and put it at your feet."

lie was ready to cry out iu shame oi
Ids weakness, but he lay silent till ho
could command his voice, then he said:
"That would drive me from the coun
try In disgrace. Think of what s

down below will say when
they know of my cold feet!"

"They won't hear of It. and, besides,
it Is better to carry a hot water b.t

than to be laid up with a fever."
Her anxiety lessened as his voice re

sumed its pleasant tenor flow. "Dear
girl," he said, "no one could have been
sweeter more like a guardian angel to
me. Don't place me under any greater
obligation. Go to sleep. 1 am better-mu- ch

better now."
She did not speak for a few moiaeut

then in a voice that conveyed to him a

knowledge that his words of endear-
ment had deeply moved her she softly
said. "(Jood night"

He heard her sigh drowsily there-
after once or twice, and then she slept,
and her slumber redoubled In him his
sense of guardianship, of responsibili-
ty. Lying there In tho shelter of her
tent, the whole situation seemed slm
pie. Innocent and poetic. Hut looked at
from th- - standpoint of Clifford Ileldeu
It held an accusation.

"It cannot be helped." he said. "The
only thing we cuu do Is to conceal the
fact that we spent the night beneath
this tent alone."

In the belief that the way would
clear with the dawn, he, too, fell

asleep, while the fire sputtered and
smudged In the fitful mountain wind.

The second (lawn came slowly, as
though crippled by the storm and wall-

ed back by the clouds.
With a dull ache In his bones. Way-lan- d

crept out to the fircd set to
work fanning the coals wfJi his hat
as he had seen the supervisor do. He
worked desperately till one of the em-

bers began to angrily sparkle and to
smoke. Then, slipping away out of

earshot, he brolA? an armful of dry fir

branches to heap above the wet. char-ree- l

logs. Soon these twltrs broke Into
flame, and Ilerrle. awakened by the
crackle of the pine brandies, called
out. "Is it dayllcht?"

"Yes. but It's very dark daylight.
Don't leave your warm bed for the
dampness and coll out here. Stav
where you are. I'll get breakfast"

"How are yon this morning? Did
you sleep?"

"Fine!"
"I'm afraid you had a bad night," she

Insisted, In a tone which Indicated her
knowledge of his suffering.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN, The Fro-bat- e

Court for the County of Gratiot
At a session of said Court, held at

the Probate Office in the village of
Ithaca, in said County, on the 27th,
day of July A. D. 1'J15

Present: Hon. J. Lee Potts, Judge
of Probate, in the matter of the Es-
tate of Elizabeth J. Knapp, Deceased

Albert L. Knapp having tiled in said
court his petition, praving for license
to sell the interest of said estate in
certain real estate therein described,

It is Ordered, That the 27th day of
August A. D. 1915, at ten o'clock in
the forenoon, at said probate office,
be and is hereby appointed for hear-
ing said petition, and that the next
of kin and all persons interested in
said estate appear before said court,
at said time anI place, to show cause
why a license to sell the interest of
said estate in said real estate should
not be granted;

It is Further Ordered, That puLlic
notice thereof be given by publication
of a copy of this order, for three' suc-
cessive weeks previous to said day of
hearing, in the Alma Kecord, a news-

paper printed and circulated in said
county.

J. Lee Potts
Judge of Prolate

A true copy
ljcile Jcnne

Clerk of Probate. lS'.H--

MOUTGAGE SALE
Whi'ieiii. (Kfieult ha.-- t heen mack-- in the- -

of the- - riMiiy mrur-- liy II neeirtrat'i-Ui)i- i

real otatc, ehittel the Kith eluy of Manli
in the- - f mr l.oni One- - Thousand

urn! Thirteen, n.aik uiiii 'cvutel
l.y S. 1". N. !!, an.l Matt it-- K. Ke K. y.
ami of '1 i rn i Ki i ii . Illinois to Jh'juL. Milli-- of Ahna, . rnortvavce.- wliirli

citl rorU iim- - a in the ollirr- - of
of lii els for the C'emnty of Cra'iot,

in lihT Ml of niurU'H vet;, on nave 1, on
ehiy of Mjiivh. A.I. l'.Ut. at '

oYIocU P.M., which inoitai-'e- ' was niven in
( art a merit of the nan hae )n ice- - eif haid
I n ii . and i, row ovwieil hv Miid a

I.. MiII'T. And wlnTi the Miid nun ti a ure
have irade default in '.he payment of th"

of inteivM elm- - there-o- March l(th
I'M I. in the tnn of JUI.iMi. and it he iiiK' I'io-idi- d

in Miid intrunint that in rae of de-
fault in the' 'ay merit .f Miid intere-t- , or
pii't thereof, on the- - eluy whereon t tie is
inaeie pnyahle and that if the ame should
it m:tii iinj iiid and in nrn-nr- for the space
of thirty day... then nd Iptii theme- - f..ith.
th.it ( ray, alter the lii,ise of thiity days,
thnt the piincipal i.um hy
anl m.iitcace, minicly, On. 1)0 with nil

,, interest t'lein.n. should, at the
i ptiors of aid rnortya.-- i e, liccome and le due
hi I iiiyaiih- itii dint-l- l ini a it .r although the
pe '... o th'' awno'it of plincipHl m:-i- i

had r..t hen epi.-- . d. An.l ul.. iea. the ,id
tnoi t . a,', e hy .1 -- aid default iu the
l aym.r t ..f ir.i. r. t . and doth

:.- t to e.r.i-- his vHi, option ami
d'- - iler, .y d". the tire pi iii'-ii- :n.i
oi J, i n.,,! :dl m r. at of u....--
tm i due ami pawl. I. f h .v it h , hy reason
vh.:e.' thin' t....' 'I. ad a aide upon
.aid - ..r!.Mir - the elate of this notice.
" ', I I.,,-- d Sis H.imlicl Ki.'hU

i e 'i: d On '
, Hi .h.ilacs and

'he lllltiler r.uiu "f Th .?:!'. M

l.i a. statutory alto: my f i for ir.
a d moit.-a-o- 10 ca e of ami the

co-t- s of thi- - i . .1 and v hu h i

the wtmle remount elairmd ti he due iilid wi-
ltpaid on . i I 11:01 Ha.., ai.d no m of proo ed- -

inir havnu- - U en instituted at l.nv to recover
tile d ht i.i.w r, ii'nmi:k' ee uri d hy m:,I im,r'-imc- ,

,,r any part thereof, vhcrehy the p.,w
of ale of the niol t ed plvmi-e- -, a- - pro-
vided 111 aid iiinrnaL.-e- . ha; operative

X. ,v therefore, notice is hi n liy eivon that
hy virtue of aid I".'!"- - of ale, ami in

of tin- statute in Miih made ami
provided, the- Mlhl moitvMve will he f, ,.( li- e- d
hy a ale, as faun lands occupied a one par-e-e-

of the prenii-o- s therein h- rihed. at puh-li-

auction to the highest ludder. at the rt

!M.r of the court houe in the village of Ith-le-

in aid County of Cmtiot. on the twenty,
second day of NovemU-r- A. I. ltell, at t. n
o'clock m the of that day, suhject to
nil prmr moi t traces now u n paid xit in,r aain
tin- - lands therein de- crihed. which said

are locate el in the tow ri- hip of Arcada,
in tin-- eounty of cjratiot and State of Mi

anil are o ihed in the aid mortvai--
as follows, namely :

"The north we. t one ipiaiti r of section No.
el'o and tin- south fifty iSOl acres of

the en-- t one half of the north ear t one? eiuarte r
of section No. seve ntee n 17 in Township

till north of ranee No. three '.i I west.
Michiuaii Meridian, except the timlK-- Mamlin
and hem? em the raid north wist r
of .section sixteen lleii, which however, if not
removed I y second t arty as the nwiwr the
hy Juno 1st, l'.el.".. shall l.evorno suhject to the
terms of thir
Iafed Alma, Mich., I

Auv. z:,. lel'i. I

) Joshua I.. Miller.
) MorU'iH-c- i

William A. Itahlke. )

Attorney for niort- - )
ruet-- . )

STATE OP .MICHIGAN, In Iho it

Court for tho County of Gratiot1,
In Chanrt-ry- :

Aniia E. Havlin
v..

Lee X. Ravlin.
Suit !e'mlin; in tho Circuit Court

for the County of Gratiot, in Chancery
at Ithaca, Michigan, on the -- ith Jav
of Autrust A.l. l'.tlo.

In this cause it appearing from afli-dav- it

on tile, that the I Lee
N. Kavlin is not a resident of this state
lut that his last known place of resi-
dence was at 111 10th st, in the city of
Tacoma, state of Washington; that
said defendant, Lee N. Kavlin could
not le fouml as shown hy the olllcers
return to the suhpoena issued in said
cause; on motion of James (J. Kress,
Complainant's Solicitor, it is ordered
that the said Defendant Lee N. Kav-
lin cause his appearance to he entered
herein, within rive months from the
date of this order, and in case of his
appearance that he cause his answer
to the Complainant's Hill of Com-

plaint to he filtil, and a copy thereof
to he served on said Comp'ainant's
Solicitor with fifteen days after serv-
ice on him of a copy of saiel hill, and
notice' of this order; and that in

thereof, said I o taken as
I'l'ssod i,y the

Defendant.
And it is further ordered, that

vuhi.i tv.iM.ty days the ;i:ii.i ce:i
plaiiiar.l e. :m.v thi,; !.;

to 1m puUi.-iie- iu the Aim., i!- -a

new. paper printed, puUi.died
circulating in said county, and that
such he conti.iir then i;i
at h ast once i.i ach week, for si ,

weeks in succession, or that cotr.-plaina-

cause a copy of this order
to he personally serveei on said non-
resident Defendant, .t least twenty
days before the time above prescrilodfor hi.j appearance.

Kelly S. Searl,
Circuit Judge.

James (J. Kress,
Complainant's Solicitor.

A true copy
H. L. Case,

Register in Chancery.
100.1--
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A Romance of the Bear
Tooth Range

By HAMLIN GARLAND

Copyright, 1914. by llamlio Garland ?

SYNOPSIS
Wayland Norcross, an taste-- i n youth

health in Colorado, lmets l.cr-c- a

McFarlam-- , callt-- lUrrie.-- , typical
ranch j,rirl, (laughter of the supervis-
ing ranker of Kc-a-r Tooth forest.

IJerrio is irrceteil ly her lover, Clifr
lk'klcn, a cowboy, supposed to he inter-
ested in a saloon at Meeker's Mill,
where Norcross is hound. Uerrie
guides Norcross to his destination.

A shower luU ie ta them and the girl
gives the youth lir raincoat. There i u

routjh fitment at Mcil.vr's, and Norcross
chides Lan!..n. t rnj runcr, as hia com-taijio-

Lundoii 1js I'.trrie.

ClifT notices lrrics interest in the ten-

derfoot and warn him away. He also
takes his tctrothf.l to task. She resents
this and breaks their engagement.

Nrsh, the ranger nt Hoar Tooth, give's
Wayland joints on lUrric's fa-

ther offer 8 hlra a pl.icu in the tervi.
Ucrrie de ciih s to with them over t!i
trail.

They elin.b tho l.lh, roush trad and
only make camp when Wayland is on the
point cf collapse. N'Uht In the open
charms Wayland.

Wajland blunder i The
k' jis after tlio horses which have

wandered o!f. Uo is detained. NorcroF
arrrinea to outside and IJcrrio in-

side a tent.

(Continued from Last Week)

Within a quarter of a mile they found
their birds, and she killed four with
the hits. "This is all we need," she
said, "and 1 dmi't believe in killing for
the sake f Kiiiin. . invert should set
jrood examples in way of jjame preser
vathn. They are deputy pmo war
dens in iii"-- spates, and good ouo
too."

The niylit rose funniehiMy from
while they ate their supper,

but I!enie remained tranquil. "Those
horses probahly went clean bark totlie
much. If they did. daddy can't pox
slbly fret !aek before s rcloek. and he
may not pet back till tomorrow."

Norcross. with Ids city training, ly

conscious of the delicacy of
the situation, n hi sister's circle n

pirl left alone in this way with a man
would ha been very in
lftiTassed, but it was evident that I'.er
rie took It all Joyously, innocently
Their together was something
which had happened In the natural
course of weather, a condition for
which Uiey were In no way respond
ble. Therefore she permitted horse! t

to be frankly happy In the charm of
their enforced intimacy.

She had never known a youth of his
quality. lie was so considerate, so re
fined, so quick of understanding and
bo swift to serve. lie filled her mine'
to the exclusion of unimportant mat
tors like tho snow, which was be'in
nlng again. Indeed, her only anxiet.
concerned his health, and as he toiled
amid the falling flakes, Intent upon
heaping up wixxl enough to last out
the night, she became solicitous.

"You will be soaked," she warning
ly cried. "Don't stay out any more.
Come to the fire. I'll bring in the
wood."

Something primeval, some strength
he did not know he possessed sustain
ed him, and he tolled on. "Suppose
this snow keeps falling?" he retorted
"The supervisor will not he able to
get back tonight perhaps not for a

couple of nights. We will need a lot
of fuel."

He did not voice the fear of the
6tonn which filled his thought, hut
the girl understood it. "It won't ie
very cold." she calmly replied. "It
never is during these enrly blizzards,
and, besides, all we need to do is to
drop down the trail ten miles, and
we'll be entirely out of it"

"I'll feel safer with plenty of wood,"
he argued, but soon found it necessary
to rest from his labors. Coming in to
camp, he seated himself beside her
on a roll of blankets, and so together
they tended the lire and watched the
darkness roll over the lake till the
shining crystals seemed to drop from
a measureless black arch, soundless
and oppressive.

"What time is It now?" she asked
abruptly.

He looked at his watch. "Half aft
or 8."

"If father Isn't on this side of the
divide now lie won't try to cross. If
he's coining down the slope he'll be
here In an hour, although that trail Is
a tolerably tough proposition this min-
ute. A patch of dead timlKT on a dark
night is sufe a nuisance even to a good
man. lie may not make it."

"Couldn't 1 rig up a torch and go to
meet Lim?"

She put her hand on his arm. "You
utay right here!" she commanded. "You
couldn't follow that trail Ave minutes. "

"You have a very poor opinion of my
skill."

"No, I haven't; hv I know how hard
It Is to keep direction on a night like
this, and I don't want you wandering
around In the timber. Father can take
care of himself. lie's probably sitting
under a big tree smoking his pipe be-

fore hU fire or else he'a at home. He
knows we're all right, and we are.
We have wood and grub and plenty of
blankets and n roof over us. You can
make your ted under this fly," she
said, looking up at the canvas. "It
lats the old balsam as a roof. You
mustn't sleep cold again.'

"I think I'd better sit up and keep
the fire going," he replied heroically.
TherVs a lis log. out there that. I'm

1
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She Found Herself Confronted by an
Endless Maze of QlacWened Tree
Trunks.

"but you are marvelous. I thought
cowgirls couldn't walk."

"I can do anything when 1 have to,"
he replied. "We've got three hours

more of It." And she warningly
"Look back there!"

They had reached a point, from which
the range could be seen, and. behold,
it was covered deep with a seamless
robe? of new snow.

"That's why dad didn't get back lar
night, lie's probably wallowing
up there this minute." And she set lf

again with resolute stride Wayland's
pale face and labored breath alarmed
her. She was tilled with love and
pity, but she pressed forward deeper
ately.

At last they came to the valley floor,
over which a devastating lire had run
some years befo'e and whi-i- v:-- -- tin
eo' creel with fallen tiees in desolate
confusion. Here the girl made her tir-- t

mistake. S!.e- - kept n toward the ri
er, although Win land called :i : i ; i n

to a trail leading to the rigid up met
the low grassy hills. I'or u mile tin-pat-

was clear, but she toon found
herself confronted by an endless i:ia;--

of blackened tree trunks, and at 1;im

the path ended abruptly.
IHsriKi.'.rd and halting, she said

"We've got' to go l.;n k to that traii
which bran. hel oiT to tho rigid. I

m- - kon that was the highland trap
which Settle made to keep out of tie
wami. I thought it was a trail from

' nineron peak, but it wasn't. Ma k
"we go

She was suffering keenly now. i;i
on her own but on his. lot
she- - see that he wa very tired
and to climb up that hill again wa-ik- e

punishing him a secontl time.
Wheti she picked up the M.rcd ttai'

If w as so dark that she could se ai'ccly
follow it. but she felt tier way onward,
turning often to be sure that he was
following. Once she saw him fall and
ii"d out: "It's a shame to make von

rlindi th.H hill again. It's all my fault
I ought to have known that that lnwei
'onel led down into the timber."

Standing close beside him in the
I.irkncKs. knowing that he was weary
wot anil III. she permitted herself the
expression ed' her love and pity. Put
Mug her arm about him. she drew hi
heck against her own. saying: "l'ooi

io. Your hands :ire old as I

he took them lit her own warm clasp
!. I wish we had rover left the

amp! What does if matter what pe-

pie say?" Then shf broke down anil
wailed. "I shall never feirghe myself
If you" Her voire failed her.

He bravely tier: "I'm not
de feated I'm just tired That's all
I i nn go on."

"Itut you are shaking."
That i merely a nervous chill. I'm

goei for another hour. It'- r to
ke-j- i moving anyhow "

She thrust her hand under hi- - coal
ami laid It over hi- heart. "You are
Mre! tn," she said, and there was
anguish In her voio. "Your hcnrt ts
jKninding terribly. You mustn't do

any more climbing. And. hark, theie'-- n

wolf!"
Ho listened. "1 hear him. hut wo are

both armed. There's no danger from
wild animals."

"Come!" stie said. Instantly reviver-In-

her natural resolution. "We can't
fancl here. The station can't be far

away. We must go on "

CHAPTER IX.
Ths Oiher C.rl.

girl's o,u- ti:ivd the be

Till! oii;!i into action .:gain
he fol.owcd her me hail

often stumbling against
the trees, slipping ami sliding, till at
1M his guide, pitching down a sharp
slope, came directly iou a wire fence.

"dory be!" she c.nd. "Here Is a
fence, and the cabin should be near,
jlthough I see no light. Hello! Tony!"

No voice replied, ami, keeping Way-land'- s

hand, she felt her way along
the fence till it revealed a gate; then
she turned toward the roaring of the
stream, which grew louder as they ad-

vanced. "The cabin Is near the falls,
that much I know," she assured him.
Then a moment later she Joyfully cried
out "Here It Is!"

Out of the darkness u blacker, sharp-
er shadow rose. Again she called, but
no one answered. "The ranger Is

away," she exclaimed. In n voice of In-

dignant alarm.
Leading him toward the mMdlo of

the room, Herrie said: "Stand here till

(Continued next week)
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P.errie said firmly: "Now you must take.
a snooze. You look tired."

He was in truth not only drowsy,
but lame and tired. Therefore he

yielded to her suggestion.
She covered him with blankets and

put him away like a child "Now yot:
have a good sleep." she said tenderly
"I'll call you w hen daddy comes."

When he woke the ground was again
covered with snow, and the girl was
feeding the tire with woe id which tier
own hands had supplied.

Heating him dir. she turned nnei

fixed her eyes upon him with clear,
soft gaze. "How do you feel by now?"
she asked.

"Jiite made over." he replied, rising
alertly.

His cheer, however, was only pre
tense. He was great ly worried. "Some-

thing has happened to your father." tie
said. "His horse has thrown him. or
he has slipped and fallen." His peace
and exultation wc re gone. How fai-

ls it down to the ranger station?"
"About twelve miles."
"Don't you think we'd better clise

camp and go down there? It Is now
3 o'clock. We can walk it in five
hours."

She shook her head. "No. I think
we'd better stay right here. It's a
Ion.', hard walk, and the trail is mud-

dy."
"I!ut, clear girl." lie began desperate-

ly, "it won't do for us to camp here
alone In this way another night. What
will Cliff say?"

She llaiued red. then whitened "1

don't care what Cliff thinks. I'm done
w ith him, anl no one that I really care
about would blame us." She was fully
aware of his anxiety uow. "It Isn't our
fault"

"It will be my fault if I keep you
here longer!" he answered. "We must
reach a telephone and send word out.
Something may have happened to your
father."

"I'm not worrieel a bit about him. It
may m that there's been a big snow-
fall up above us. or else a windstorm.
The trail may be blocked, but don't
worry. He may have to go round by
Lost Lake pass." She londered a mo-

ment "I reckon you're right We'd
better pack up and rack down the trail
to the ranger's cabin not on my t,

but on yours. I'm afraid you've
taken cold."

"I'm all right, except I'm very lame,
but I am auxious to go on. Ity the
way, Is this ranger Settle married?"

"No; his station Is one of the lone-some-

cabins on the forest. No wo-

man will day there."
This made Wayland ponder. "Nev-

ertheless," he decided, "we'll go. Aft-

er all, the man Is a forest otficer. and
you are the hujicrvisor's daughter."

She made no further protest but
busied herself closing the panniers and
putting away the camp utensils. She
seemed to recognize that his Judgment
was sound.

It was after ." when they t the
tent and started down the trail, carry-
ing nothing but a few toilet articles.

He stopped at the edge of the clear-
ing. "Should we have left a note for
the supervisor?"

The trees were dripping, the willows
heavy with water, and the mud ankle
deep In places, but she pushed on
steadily, and he. following In tier
tracks, could only marvel at her
strength and sturdy self reliance. The
swing of her shoulders, the iolse of
her head and the lithe movement of her
waist made his own body seem a poor
thing.

For two hours they zigzagged clown
a narrow canyon heavily timbered
with fir and spruce, a dark, stern ave-

nue, crossed by roaring streams 'and
tiled with frequent boggy meadows,
wlicreon the water lay mldleg deep.

"Weil get out of this very soon."
she called cheerily.

I!y degrees the gorge widened, grow
more ien, more genial. Aieu thick-
ets of pale gold flashed upon their eyes
like sunlight, and grassy bunches af-

forded firmer footing, but on the slopes
their feet slipped and slid painfully.
Still Dcrea kept her stride. "We must
get to the middle fork before dark."
she stopped to explain, "for 1 don't
know the trail down there, and there's
a lot of down timber just above the
station. Now that we're cut loose from
our camp I feci nervous. As long as
I have a tent I am all right, but now
we are In the open I worry. Uow are
you standing it?" She studied him
with keen and anxious glance, her band
upon bis arm.

"jine as a ndaie," le replied, as
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"Catu life has its disadvantages,"
ho admitted, as he put the coffee pot
on the fine. 'Hut I'm feeling better
now. I never fried a bird In my life,
hut I'm going to try It this morning.
1 have some water heating for your
bath." He put the oan towel and ba-

sin of hot water Just inside the tent
flap. "Here It is. I'm going to bathe
in the lake. I must show tny hardi-
hood."

When he returned be found the girl
full dressed, alert and glowing, but she
greeted him with a touch of shyness
and self consciousness new to her, and
her eyes veiled themselves before his
glance.

"Now, where do you suppose the su-

pervisor Is?" he asked.
"I hope he's at home," she replied

quite seriously. Td bate to think of
him camped In the high country with-
out bedding or tent"

"Oughtn't I to take a turn up the
trail and see? I feel guilty, somehow.
I must do something."

"You can't help matters any by hoof-la- g

aboutio.the mud.. --No,. wi'lLJast
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